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One of the greatest misfortunes which can befal any inquiry is to have an individual to write its history already predisposed to regard it from a particular point of view. In such a case it is next to impossible that the subject can receive justice at his hands, and it will be the result of chance, and not of an unbiassed inquiry, if the facts coincide with the conclusions deduced from them.
With regard to the question of the mortality of cholera in the Indian army, it has unfortunately happened that all the later writers on the subject have been more or less closely connected with India. These, sincerely believing that the mortality from cholera had been over-rated, most naturally fell into the opposite extreme; and, from the limited facts they adduced, and also from not comparing its 
